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~Tabasco Spices
“Senate H earing

On Tariff Pleas

S _...._ By Ward Sinclair -

Washinston Poet Saff Writer
The ball béarings squeaked, the zinc
_seemed leaden, but it was the Tabasco
sance that provided the spice yester-
day at Dr. Ribicoff's Friendly Neigh-
. borhood Tariff Repair Shop.
Which is tosay it was miscellaneous

tariff bill day; when every imaginable ..

kind- of special pleader shows up to
ask the Senate for relief.’

The forum was the Flnance Com~
mittee’s internatfonzl trade subcom-
mittee, chaired by Sen. Abraham A
Ribicof! (D-Conn.), who keeps these
pieadings moving like a Detroit az
sembly line.

Each pleader gets five minutes. A
green light in front of the chairman
starts it. A yellow light warns that a
minute is left. A red light and 2 bell
announce that time is up. &

Now, for that Tabasco satce.

Edmund Mecilhenny Jr, whose fam-
{ly has made the famillar hot stuff in
Louisiang since 1868, didn't even need
his full five minutes to coavince Ribis
coff that here, indeed. was a tariff-
problem of no little consequence,

~—aation—that mainlines RBioody
Marys and gets through beach week-

emds and school .fund-ramisers oa
oceans of chill con carne will under<
stand.

To keep the nation tn sauce, the Me-
TTbenny Co. wants Coagress- ts do

¢ away with ¢ tax prevision Jhat costs.

~'the firm about 520,000 a year om lm--

ported Mexican peppers
R Duebmuzmmamw
pers from Colombia and other Latin

T Ittorare semt- to-Averylelend futy—

with o duty.

B’ILLA From Al

“I've been using Tahasco sauce tor
years and { didn't know what it was
aboutl,” Ribleoff said. "1 think it
something worth saving, How much

-doryouproduce tmx year®s - -

~About 30 milllon bottles a year™
said Mcilhenny,

“Segros to me’ it lasty for years. Une
drop io a cucktail,” the senalor re
sponded.

Meilhenny 2aid he could provide a
recipe that would hasten the use ot
the senator's supply of hot sauce.

“laugh{er erupled in  the hearing

rom.

if the subcommittce guve the msan
with the piguant story a warm recep-
tion, other plzaders didn't get quite
the same in Lhis anpual exercise in
corporale poor-mouthing.

One trade group after another
marched hefore the panei to urye the

‘suspenalon or continusdon- of differ-

ent tarit{s.- B all came dowen to money:-
Witnesses Invoked [threais. to na-
tional security, polestial unemploy-

_ment, YOI eommétition, One, H.T. -
Suiltran, of Eastern Toleptione Sup-

ply and Manufacturing, Inc.. Newport,
R.1. told of abuses by Customs offl
cers, .
© Others mads their pleas and leit.
lLeed and-aine producers wanted & s
pension of duties; the bearing makexs
wanted the law clarifled.

For maost, Riblcoil and fellow sena-
tory {istened and said little. But when

the man from the American [rom and™
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Steel [nstitute spuke, Sen. Bub Mack.
wood (R-Ore.) puunced.

Thomas Evans, representing the in-

stitute, asked the subcommittes o ap-
prove a House_biUk-that lemporarly
would suspend duties ua imported
Jluorspare—a vital ingredient inoo
production.
He ardued that domestie fuorspae
producton ig going dewn, demand iy,
20me up and the steel companies face
he prospect of being held up in the
marxetplace,

“What's your positlon on imported,
steel?” Packwood asked.

“We [avor [ree trade when U3 [air
trade.” Evans sald.

The Senator noted that the industry
oppused st€el imparts. but favored im-
ports of (luorspar which competes
with the American-mined commodity.

“Sounds t0 me likRe a whoseox is-
gored argument,” Packwood said,

VWashingion sttoroey Bart Ffsher,
apeaking for Frontier Spar Corp. a
U.S. producer. urged retention of the
duty on {luorspar, which he described
as a waning Industry thal needs au
the help it can get.

- Psher-waid that 3iexlea and South
Afrita — major producers — are de-
pressing prices and grabbing for a
larger share of the U.S. market

Then he hit one toward the
blsachers: U.S. Steel, he reported,
-owos & major Soutir African fluorspar
mine “and wanis the duty suspesdad
50 it will be more profitable.”

If he had more to eay, it was too
late. The bell and the red light cut
him off.



