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Wolf claims Fisher tried to lobby him on the issue of U.S. sanctions against
Sudan, which is not permitted under the license.

“I never requested information from Mr. Fisher,” Wolf wrote in a letter last
week to Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner. “And yet yesterday, he called my
chief of staff, And in his letter he tries to convince me, as a member of Congress,
that the current sanctions regime should be altered. If that's not lobbying, [
don’t know what is.”

Cohen emphasized in his letter to Wolf that Fisher has not been cleared to lobby
Congress, “[Treasury] did not authorize lobbying or public relations work on
behalf of the Government of Sudan,” Cohen wrote.

In a statement to The Hill, Fisher said he is only performing legal work for the
Sudanese government.

“Iam not a lobbyist for Sudan. I have a license from the Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC), which is part of the U.S. Treasury Department, to provide legal
advice and counse] to the Embassy of the Republic of the Sudan,” Fisher said.

The eriticism of Treasury’s decision has come from both sides of the aisle, Rep.
Michael Capuano (D-Mass.), co-chairman of the House’s Sudan Caucus, wants
the license pulled back.

“The license should be revoked and it should not be reissued until Sudan has
done everything it is required to do in South Sudan and at the U.N. The
government of Sudan has tried this approach before and it didn’t work,”
Capuano said in a statement to The Hill.

“It is absolutely unacceptable that the U.S. has allowed a murderer like [Sudan
President] Omar Hassan Bashir to hire a Washington emissary to do his
bidding,” Rep. Donald Payne (D-N.J.), ranking member of the House Afriea,
Global Health and Human Rights subcommittee, said in a statement last week.

“Now is not the time to appease a warlord by dangling carrots and rewarding
bad behavior,” Payne said.

Once a safe haven for terrorist mastermind Osama bin Laden, Sudan has been
plagued for years by a bloody civil war. A peace agreement between the warring
factions was reached in 2005, but viclence persists along the border with South
Sudan, which became independent this year.

The United States first imposed economic sanctions on Sudan in 1997. They
have been extended annually, most recently by President Obama in November:,

Fisher, an international trade and investment lawyer, signed a $20,000-per-
month agreement with Sudan en Nov. 1, according to Justice Department
records. He is working to end the sanctions against Sudan and have the country
removed from the State Department's list of state terrorism sponsors,

Capuano said the Sudanese government is wasting its time trying to make
{riends in Washington.

“I don’t think anyone could convince Congress to ignore the record of the
Sudanese government, so in many respects they are throwing their money
away,” he said.

Fisher said he plans to continue working for Sudan despite the controversy.

“I do not plan to void the contract, as I believe that providing legal counsel to
those whose causes might be unpopular in some circles is part of the American
way.”

Bob Cusack contributed to this report.
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