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. Wtrro hesident Nrustrlthn Naaarbaygv of ^-.
Ikzaktrstan arrtved for flts wiffr Presidmt Clinton this
*e"t , hewas-probably surprisedto learn one o{tte
issu* Aneri&;s nri**a was his counrry's handling of
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proiect Resuh Evansrnas at the bble

nl"ra"v, afoni$ttrbig oil companies ffrathave
i""oteilbilAons in lftzaktr(tan" rvhen C,ommerce
Depaituent otfrcials met wift lfteakhshn's energy
minister to discuss foreigir investmentsSaid Ermns: "I ttlinkwe got our message acToss.'
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Whether one agrees with
critics like economist Claude
Barfield that the International
Monetary Fund should not rescue Korea c-ont its oivn mislakes because of the so-called
"moral hazard," there is a real
opportunity here to resolve festering trade tensions between
Washington and Seoul. Surely
the Koreans, who have been so
difficult to deal with under outgoing President Kim Young
Sam, have run out of stalling
time.
President-eiect Kim Dae
Jung and aides like Gov. You
Jong-Keun, a former Rutgers
economics professor, impressed

American officials like Treasury
Undersecretary David Lipton
with their assurances they
understand the need to open
Korean markets. Everyone's forgiven Kim for the economic
damage he inflicted on his counlry during the campaign lvith his
i:'re-"ponsible promisc- tc renegotiate the IMF deal.
And to "help" Kim deliver,
of course, come the usual suspects. Micron'Iechnologr and
the U.S. steel and auto lobbies
have been ail over Capitol Hilt
lately.
Micron seems to have the
best inside track, as the Idahobased chip manufacturer's
home-state senator chairs the

Lomnrictee. Sen. I-arry Craig
has served notice on Treasury
Secretary Robert Rubin that if
the administration intends to ask
Congress to provide increased
support for the IMF, Korea must
become a truly more transparent place. Singling out autos,
semiconductors, and steel, Craig
also said that any new loans to
Korean business "should be conlingcnt on reduction in excess
production capacity."
The ldaho lawmaker also
called tbr "an end to nonreciprocal trade practice," referring to
the 19 pages of {J.S. trade com-

what

the
Trade
Foreign
Trade Barriers.
The senator obviously has
parochial interests and constihrent obligations in mind, and
Nlicron's track record on trade
issues is certainly suspect. But if
piaints against Korea in
USTR's 1997 National
Estimate Report on

After Holschuh dismissed
rhe suit with prejudice, Cullen
filed a motion to knock the
judge off the case. Sounds like a
big stretch. Seems that

a mem_

ber of the Columbus, Ohio law
firm that represented The
Limited had previously repre.
sented lhe judge in traffic court
the Koreans respond reasonably, (the judge's counsel had no cona lot of good could resuit.
nection to The Limited case).
if Kim Dae Jung doesn't Not only had the traffic case
deliver, he will provoke a hostile been reported in the local press,
Thev drew up a trade complaint
reaction on Cafitol Hitl. Two
but the judge had;;il;;ilother Republican lawmakers to
ance from i member of u iuii"i^r for possible use by U.S. Trade
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the usual hands-on lobbying of
Judge Holschuh responded
officials, with a higher than
by sayin! that he h"d Jir;;;;
usual
voltage level. Kazakhstan's
the ciseker ..."iuing tfr. inJ"pendent recommendafr"";i;- president, Nursultan
came to
magistrate that it lacked anv
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Washington
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a state visii in
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November to ask PresiCe.-t
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AmCham Korea is a moderate
It's rare in Washington for
force that is not into Korea bashiobby battles to end early, and
ing, but is serious about the
need for genuine market-orient- with a clear happy outcome for
ed reforms that Korea should all. But that may be the case
with World Wide Nlinerals, a
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For the Whshington lobbyists and their client, a $23 million win is in sight. For
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reassure investors in billions of
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